
Friday 3rd November 2023

Head Teacher’s Weekly Update

Dear Families,

I hope you all had a lovely half term break. It is great to be back and to have started the second half of our Autumn

term. It is once again filled with many learning and enrichment opportunities for our school community. During

the month of November we remember the souls of the departed and we will mark this in school. We continue to

pray for the repose of the soul of Mr Zarraga and all members of our wider school community who have passed

from this life in the hope of Eternal rest with God.

Prayer Theme

Then he said to them, " You shall love the Lord, your God, with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all
your mind. The second is like it: You shall love your neighbour as yourself” - Matthew 22: 33 - 40.

● We have prayed together as a community:

Dear God, help us to remember and follow Jesus’ teachings on the greatest commandments to do everything
with the focus of love. We ask for your strength as love can be difficult to show when we do not feel it from

others. Amen

Year 11 and Year 13 Mock Examinations

● Well done to all of year 11 and 13 pupils who have undertaken their Mock examinations this week.

● They have conducted themselves in a mature and focused way.

● Year 11 continue their mock examinations next week.

● Thank you to all staff who have worked to prepare our pupils for these examinations.

Gateshead Youth Assembly

● This week’s Personal Development Pop Up has been focused on the

‘Gateshead Youth Assembly.

● Some of our pupils are already members and they speak very

positively about the impact they feel they are able to have on

improving the lives of young people in Gateshead, but also the

fantastic opportunities they have been given.

● There is an information weekend on Saturday 4th and Sunday 5th

November.

● Please contact Sue or Valerie on

info@gatesheadyouthcouncil.org.uk for further details.

mailto:info@gatesheadyouthcouncil.org.uk


Feeding Families - Advent Appeal

● We are supporting the local charity ‘Feeding Families’ once more

this Advent.

● We are launching our appeal earlier this year as we were so

overwhelmed with the great response last year!

● In addition the charity likes to have donations in plenty of time to

box up the parcels for families in need before Christmas.

● Pupils are encouraged to bring in any donation if they are able.

Please see the poster for items needed.

● Putting our Faith into Action is our daily mission so that everyone

can reach their full potential and be treated with dignity.

Student Success

● You may have seen on our social media this week the exciting news that

some of our pupils; Grace, Ella and Maisie, have secured parts in the

upcoming ‘Nativity the Musical’ at the Tyne Theatre and Opera House.

● It would be great for families to watch the show if you can.

● Please see the poster for details.

● Well done girls!

Fundraising Activities

● Due to the Met Office Weather Warning in place on Friday 20th October, we were unable to complete our

Fundraising walk and readathon.

● We are hoping to reschedule the event on Friday 17th November - weather permitting!

● Thank you for your contributions and support.

● Our pupil Forum group is deciding this week what options pupils will vote on how to spend the funds

raised.

● Further details will follow thank you.

Extra-Curricular

● Please find a link to this term’s extra-curricular calendar:

● Extra Curricular at St Thomas More

https://www.stthomasmore.org.uk/students/extra-curricular/extra-curricular-at-st-thomas-more/


MCAS

● If you have not installed the My Child at School app [MCAS] can you please do so as this is a great way to

stay connected with your child’s data and progress.

● If you have any issues please email mcas@stthomasmore.org.uk

Punctuality

● A reminder of our updated punctuality procedures:

https://www.stthomasmore.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/Punctuality-Routines-September-2023.

pdf

● Please ensure that all pupils are on school site by 08.40am every day.

Please follow us on social media (Facebook and Twitter STM_CS_Blaydon) where we share regular updates from

our school community.

As always if you have any queries please do not hesitate to get in touch using the pastoral email addresses below:

St Bernadette St Catherine Laboure St John Fisher St Therese Sixth Form

s_stbqueries@

stthomasmore.org.

uk

s_stclqueries@

stthomasmore.org.uk
s_stjfqueries@

stthomasmore.org.uk

s_sttqueries@

stthomasmore.org

.uk

s_6frmqueries@

stthomasmore.or

g.uk

Yours sincerely,

Mrs J Turner

Head Teacher
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