
Friday 25th October 2024

Head Teacher’s Weekly Update

Dear Families,

I am so pleased to be writing to you at the end of a really enjoyable and successful half term. I am very proud of all of

our pupils and staff who have worked so hard to ensure we all reach our full potential. I hope you all have a restful

half term break and I would like to take this opportunity to ask that you keep our Year 11 and 13 pupils in your

prayers as they prepare for their first set of formal mock examinations after half term. I have included the relevant

letters once more as a reminder. We look forward to welcoming all pupils back to school on Monday 4th November.

Prayer Theme

“Whosoever will be greater, shall be your minister and whosoever will be first among you, shall be the servant of

all.” Mark 10 : 35 - 45

● We have prayed together as a community:

Dear God,

We thank you for the examples of Jesus and the clear guidance he gave to the disciples about what it
means to be truly great in your eyes.

We ask for strength to fulfil the message of serving others in our day to day lives.

Amen

Character Shields

● This week our school assembly was written by
pupils across all year groups in St Catherine Laboure
House and they prepared a reflection on the Gospel
message above with the service of Dr Barnado.

● Our ‘Kindness and Compassion’ character shield is
named after Dr Barnado.

● Pupils are being encouraged to work towards
achieving a ‘Character Award’ over the year linked
to an area of good character.



Fundraising Walk - Friday 25th October

● What a great way to end the term today and it stayed
dry!

● Thank you for your support with this and we will use
some of the funds raised to pay for the
delivery/postage costs of the shoe box appeal pupils
are currently organising.

Free things to do in Newcastle and Gateshead

● Keeping families happy during the holidays can sometimes be a challenge and expensive
● Here are some ideas of things to do and places to go over the week that are free and come recommended!

33 free things to do in Newcastle Gateshead

Helping your child prepare for Mock examinations [Year 11 and 13]

● Our Year 11 and 13 have their mock examinations starting the first Monday back after half term, Monday 4th
November

● Please see details in the letters below and a parents guide to supporting young people during exam times

YR 11 Mock Examinations Letter - October 2024
YR 13 Mock Examinations Letter - October 2024
Exam Time & Exam Stress | Parents Guide To Support | YoungMinds

Please follow us on social media (Facebook and Twitter STM_CS_Blaydon) where we share regular updates from our

school community.

Yours sincerely,

Mrs J Turner

Head Teacher

https://newcastlegateshead.com/blog/free-things-to-do-in-newcastlegateshead
https://www.stthomasmore.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/YR-11-Mock-Examinations-Letter-October-2024-to-send.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10qnML5pZoTEqLx0vdEQ_7noKzhHWpHBz/view?usp=drive_link
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/parent/parents-a-z-mental-health-guide/exam-time/

