ST THOMAS MORE CATHOLIC SCHOOL, BLAYDON UPON TYNE
HEADTEACHER: MRS J TURNER

Friday 9th January 2026

Head Teacher’s Weekly Update

Dear Families,

| would like to wish you all a very Happy New Year and | hope you had a wonderful Christmas break. It has been
lovely to welcome everybody back this week and we have celebrated the feast of the Epiphany in assemblies. My
message to pupils, staff and to you all is to have hope and faith in the light of Christ and in our school community.
Hope and bravery to do the right things always defeats fear and unkindness. Our pupils make me proud every day
and it has been a joy to speak to every pupil in assembly this week to remind them of the fact that everybody here
is welcomed and loved. This half term is another busy one filled with exciting challenges ahead. | thank you in
advance for your ongoing support.

Prayer Theme

“Where is the newborn King of the Jews? We saw his star rising and have come to pay him homage.”

We have prayed together as a community:
Loving God,

Help us to notice Your light today. Give us courage like the Magi to follow it. When we meet You, in others, in
moments of kindness, or in quiet prayer, help us grow and choose “another road,” a better one. Amen

Spring Term Assessments

e Well done to all of year 10 who have sat their first set of Key Stage 4 assessments in school this week and
they continue into next week.
Good luck to year 12 who have their first set of Key Stage 5 formal assessments next week.
| wish both year groups the very best and thank you to families and staff for supporting them in their
preparation.
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Catholic Ethos - Virtual Parental Engagement Session

e Please join us, if you can, next Wednesday for our first online session for families for 2026

e The session will share with you what we do as a Catholic school community in terms of Catholic Life and
Mission and Prayer and Liturgy.

e We will share ideas, updates and information about opportunities for the whole community.

e \We are proud to be part of the Diocese and Hexham and Newcastle and our school is part of a much bigger
community that includes every family member.

Year 12 Work Experience

A reminder that year 12 has a week’s work experience on Monday 19th January.
This is an important part of the careers curriculum and it is always a valuable
opportunity for our pupils to develop life long skills and consolidate aspirations.

e [f you have any queries at all then please contact us via our sixth form email address:
STM-SixthFormQueries@stm.bwcet.com

Parking

e Local residents have raised concerns about inconsiderate blocking of driveways and paths in our
neighbouring streets at the end of the school day.
Gateshead council enforces traffic and parking restrictions directly outside of the school via a camera.
Currently there are no restrictions on neighbouring streets. However, if restrictions are something that
residents would like to be considered then they can email trafficmanagement@gateshead.gov.uk

e If avehicle is parking so as to block the carriageway or a footpath, they may be committing an "obstruction’
offence. Northumbria Police have the power to deal with offences of that nature. They can be telephoned
on "101”.

A reminder to use our house email addresses if you have any queries.

St Bernadette St Catherine St John Fisher St Therese Sixth Form
Laboure

STM-StBQueries STM-StCLQueries STM-stjfqueries STM-sttqueries STM-SixthFormQueries
@stm.bwcet.com | @stm.bwcet.com @stm.bwcet.com @stm.bwcet.com @stm.bwcet.com

Please follow us on social media (Facebook, Instagram and Twitter STM_CS_Blaydon) where we share regular
updates from our school community.

Yours sincerely,
Mrs J Turner
Head Teacher
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