St Thomas More Catholic School: Curriculum Overview for Parents

Drama

“We must all do theatre, to find out who we are and who we could become.”
Augusto Boal

The St Thomas More Drama department aims to provide a safe and inclusive environment where
students are inspired to work both together and independently to use a range of dramatic forms to
express ideas and feelings. Students work with a range of stimuli including script to develop subject

specific skills such as performing, evaluating and creating as well as developing core transferable skills
such as empathy, tact, teamwork and confidence.

Drama encourages students to explore:
® the ability to communicate effectively through the language of space, movement and words
® imagination, characterisation, devising and performing skills
® confidence in the pupils’ own abilities, particularly in the areas of independent working,
verbal and non verbal communication and team work
® evaluating skills of the pupils’ own work and the work of others

The Drama Department encourages students to have a love of the arts and an understanding of how
they shape, influence and articulate all our lives.

Key Stage 4 & 5

The Drama Department curriculum has been built around the following key concepts that students need to grasp:
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drama now we create
within the context of
our own experiences.

costume, lighting,
makeup, puppetry and

props design.

drama provides social
development.

an audience.

experience drama and
evaluate its success as
an audience member.

The table below shows you the topics pupils will study throughout Key Stage 4:

Component 1

Component 2

Component 3

Year 10

Roles and Responsibilities
in the theatre

Staging Configurations
Live Theatre Evaluation

“Blood Brothers” by Willy
Russell

Devising - Improvisation
and Stimulus Development

Designing Drama - set,
lighting, sound, props and
costume

Acting - Monologue
Performances

Script work and subtext

Year 11

“Blood Brothers” by Willy
Russell

Devising - Creating an
original piece of drama
based on a stimulus

Acting - External Exam

Students will work on two
extracts from a published
script to perform for an
external examiner

Key Stage 5 - Drama and Theatre

The drama curriculum continues to develop on a foundation of our three core principles : EXPLORE, EXPERIMENT and

PLAY.

The A-Level Drama and Theatre course is designed to provide a balance across a range of learning activities. This
specification combines the activities of exploring plays, creating theatre, the performing of plays, the analysis of theatre
and the critical evaluation of all of these elements. Students develop a thorough understanding of drama and theatre,
highly toned analytical and creative skills and an ability to communicate effectively with others.

Students at St Thomas More study AQA A-Level Drama from Year 12 as part of their optional subjects. The course is
taught over two years and the specification can be found here: Drama | A-level | Drama and Theatre
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The table below shows you the topics pupils will study throughout Key Stage 5:

Component 1

Component 2

Component 3

Year 12

Naturalism - Henrik Ibsen
and Stanislavski

Poetic Drama - “Yerma” by
Frederico Garcia Lorca

Greek Tragedy - “Medea”
by Euripides

Devising Theatre -
exploration of stimulus and
practitioners

Brechtian Theatre - “The
Caucasian Chalk Circle”

Machinal by Sophie
Treadwell

Year 13

Live Theatre Evaluation

Set Texts 1 &2 (“Hedda
Gabler” and “Yerma”

Performance of Devised
Drama

Working Notebook
development

Acting - External Exam

Students will work on one
extract from a published
script to perform for an

external examiner




