ST THOMAS MORE CATHOLIC SCHOOL, BLAYDON UPON TYNE
HEADTEACHER: MRS J TURNER

Friday 17th July 2026
Head Teacher’s Weekly Update
Dear Families,

As we reach the end of another academic year, | would like to take this opportunity to thank you for
your continued support and partnership throughout the year.

It has been another fantastic year for our school community. Our pupils have achieved so much, both
inside and outside the classroom, and we continue to be immensely proud of all they have
accomplished. Whether through academic success, sporting achievements, creative performances,
acts of service, or personal growth, our young people have demonstrated resilience, determination,
and a commitment to excellence that reflects the very best of our school.

This year has provided countless opportunities for pupils to learn, develop, and flourish. Their
enthusiasm, hard work, and positive attitude have contributed greatly to the vibrant and supportive
community we are fortunate to enjoy.

As the summer holidays begin, | hope that all our families have the opportunity to enjoy a
well-deserved rest and spend quality time together. | encourage our pupils to take time to relax,
recharge, and make the most of the weeks ahead.

We look forward to welcoming everyone back in September for another exciting year of learning,
growth, and achievement. Until then, on behalf of all the staff and governors, | wish you and your
family a safe, happy, and restful summer.

Prayer Theme
‘The righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father’
Mark 13:43

We have prayed together as a community:

Dear Lord,

As we come to the end of this school year, we thank you for the many blessings, achievements and
moments of growth we have shared. We are grateful for the kindness, resilience and dedication
shown by our pupils, staff and families. As Jesus reminds us, “The righteous will shine like the sun in
the kingdom of their Father” May we continue to be a light to others through our words, actions and
faith. Bless our school community during the summer break with rest, joy and renewal, and guide us
safely into the year ahead.

Amen
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ST THOMAS MORE CATHOLIC SCHOOL, BLAYDON UPON TYNE
HEADTEACHER: MRS J TURNER

First Week Back:

® We look forward to welcoming pupils back in September. A few things to remember:
Year 7 Pupils return to school on Tuesday 1st September.

o All other pupils [Year 8- Year 13] return on Wednesday 2nd September
o Areminder that our school day has altered slightly.
o Pupils must be in their pastoral rooms for 8.40am after this point pupils will be

classed as late to school.
o The school day will end at 3:20pm Monday - Thursday, and continues to end at
2:50pm on a Friday.
e Timings are as follows:

Monday to Thursday Friday

8.40am Tutor check 8.40am Tutor check
8.45am Pastoral 8.45am Pastoral
9.05am Lesson 1 8.50am Lesson 1 [WC(]
10.05am Lesson 2 9.40am Lesson 2
11.05am Break 10.40am Break
11.20am Lesson 3 10.55am Lesson 3
12.20pm Lunch 11.55am Lunch
1.20pm Lesson 4 12.50pm Lesson 4
2.20pm Lesson 5 1.50pm Lesson 5
3.20pm End of the day 2.50pm End of the day

Education Sunday:

® As we look ahead to the new academic year, we would like to draw your attention to
Education Sunday, which this year will be celebrated on Sunday, 13 September. Established
by the Bishops in 1848, Education Sunday is one of the oldest days of special prayer in the
liturgical calendar of England and Wales and provides an opportunity to give thanks for the
gift of Catholic education.

e To mark the occasion, Rt Rev Marcus Stock, Bishop of Leeds and Chair of the Catholic
Education Service (CES), has written a letter to all those involved in Catholic education.
Families may also wish to explore the Education Sunday 2026 resources available on the CES
website, which include a reflection, bidding prayers, a social media guide, and a range of
other materials designed to help schools and communities celebrate this special day.
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ST THOMAS MORE CATHOLIC SCHOOL,

BLAYDON UPON TYNE

Behaviour Curriculum:

HEADTEACHER: MRS J TURNER

e We have updated our Behaviour Curriculum ready for September. This curriculum underpins

our school expectations and plays a vital role in shaping the positive attitudes, habits and

behaviours that enable pupils to thrive both academically and personally. Through pastoral

sessions and assemblies, we explicitly teach and regularly revisit these expectations,

ensuring they remain a consistent and integral part of school life.

® The partnership between school and home is essential in helping young people develop

these positive behaviours. We therefore encourage parents and carers to promote our values
and expectations at home, supporting a consistent approach that helps pupils to succeed.
® Our Welcome Evenings in September will provide families with further information about our

Behaviour Curriculum and how, by working together, we can continue to support every child

to flourish.

o Year 7 Welcome Evening - Thursday 24th September

o O O O O

Year 8 Welcome Evening - Tuesday 22nd September

Year 9 Welcome Evening - Tuesday 22nd September

Year 10 Welcome Evening - Wednesday 23rd September

Year 11 Welcome Evening - Wednesday 23rd September

Year 12 & Year 13 Welcome Evening - Thursday 24th September

St Thomas More

Behaviour Curriculum

Always Respectful

Respect is at the centre of our community; we
recognise that owr behaviour is a way of
demonstrating the respect we have for sach
other, when we get it wrong we apologise and
move on

High Standards

We have high standards of curselves and
each other; we recognise that the way we
present curselves isEs our
commitment to these high standards.

o)t

4

+

Civilised Conduct

We are a civilised community where civilised
conduct is the norm; this means we adhere to
=&t routines which ensure our school uns
smaathly and remains a pleasant place to
learn.

L]

Active Learning

Qur main focus is learning; we therefore
behave in a way that ensures our learning is
enhanced & not disrupted.

Be a caring and considerate member of the
school community. Show others respect atall
times including in school. cutside of school, and
onling.

Aim to use boilets during breaks and lunchtimes
to awvoid disruption to leaming.

Walk on the left and leave / enter via the
nearest extemnal door.

Follow instructions from staff the first time of
asking.

Accept resporsibility if you make 3 mistake and
apologize.

Mobile phone and all electronic devices ke
smart watches or headphones shou e stored
n your pouch throughout the school day.

Appropriste tane. volume and language is used
st all times.

Be prepared and eguipped for leaming This
ricludes having with you

= Your bag.

= Your planner.

= Your calculator.

= Your pencil case & requirsd stationery.
+ Your PE kit fwhen nescad].

Be supportive and caning of others by reporting
any unkind behaviour that you witness.

Mo jewellery, no acrylic nails / vamish /' gels or
fake eyelas shes [K53 2nd K54l

Makesup keptio , an absolute minimum

Line up quickly and orderdy in all instances you
are required to do so.

Cansistently meet the ‘5TM Standard in all
your work

eat everyone the same and with

3 = oid acting in a way that could
be disregpectiul, discriminatory or ..eng:lo i to
anyone in our community.

‘Wear your school uniform correctty and with
pride. For exampls:

« Feep shirts tucked in & top buttons done up.
- T=~s are on and ars an approprate kength,

» Wear comect foobwear.

« Keep skirts unrolled.

Arrive to school on time every day.

Move bebween lessons gquickly to ensure you
are punctual

Actively tabe part in all lesson activities. Be
fully emgaged and give all tasks your best
:rrro"l. This includes
= Completing homework tasks on time.
. itribasting fully to dass discussions and
oracy aclivities.

Wisibly show your respect:
. Sa-,-' please and thank yo

Hold doors open for each other.

Say good marming / aftemoan to each

ather.

» Stand and be silent when you are directed
to by a member of staff.

& Address siaff as Sir # Miss during formal
exchanges.

At the start of lessons:
= Quickly start your Do Mow tas
. Gei cut your planner and equipment.
Write out your date and fitle.

At the end of lessons:
« Tidy up your work stations
+ Stand behind your desks
- Cmnb_rl= to fhe end of Lessan ErEyEr.
= Wait to be dismissed,

Maintsin pride in our school site:
» Clear away any litker.
= Tidy up after yourself in lessons.
+ Respect and maintain the school bullding.

Respond quickly to the quist signal

Actively listen and give the teacher your full
attention by

= Mot talking.

« Sating up straight.

» Listening carsfully.

« Looking at the teacher.

« Keeping your hands empty.




ST THOMAS MORE CATHOLIC SCHOOL,

BLAYDON UPON TYNE

Virtual Parental Sessions 2026-2027:

HEADTEACHER: MRS J TURNER

® Thank you to the many families who have attended our Virtual Parental Sessions this year.

These sessions continue to be extremely well supported, and we hope they have provided

valuable information, guidance and practical strategies to support your child’s development.

e As we plan our future programme, we are keen to ensure that the topics we offer are shaped

by the needs and interests of our families. If there are any subjects you would find

particularly helpful or beneficial, we would welcome your suggestions. Please email

info@stm.bwcet.com with your ideas.

A reminder to use our house email addresses if you have any queries.

St Bernadette

St Catherine
Laboure

St John Fisher

St Therese

Sixth Form

STM-StBQueries

STM-StCLQueries

STM-stjfqueries

STM-sttqueries

STM-SixthFormQueries

@stm.bwcet.com

@stm.bwcet.com

@stm.bwcet.com

@stm.bwcet.com

@stm.bwcet.com

Please follow us on social media (Facebook, Instagram and Twitter STM_CS_Blaydon) where we

share regular updates from our school community.

Yours sincerely,

Mrs J Turner
Head Teacher
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